STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re ) Fair Hearing No. 20,147
)
Appeal of )

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent
for Children and Fam |ies, Econom c Services reducing his
Food Stanps. The issue is whether the Departnent correctly
determ ned the petitioner's benefits according to the

perti nent regul ations.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner lives by hinmself in a rental
apartnment. Prior to January 2006 the petitioner received
$152 a month in food stanps based on his reported earnings of
$52 a nmonth in AABD benefits. The petitioner began receiving
SSI benefits of $579 a nonth on January 1, 2006.

2. At areviewof his Food Stanp eligibility in January
2006, the petitioner reported that his housing costs (rent
and utilities) were $327 a nmonth. The increase in the
petitioner's inconme resulted in a reduction in his Food

Stanps from $152 to $26 per nonth effective February 1, 2006.
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3. At a hearing in this matter held on March 3, 2006
the petitioner did not disagree with any of the Departnent's
determ nations regarding his present inconme and expenses. He
takes issue with the fact that benefits received under one
federal programcan be used to offset eligibility for

anot her .

ORDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.

REASONS

The Food Stanp regul ations include SSI and AABD paynents
as count abl e unearned i ncone. Food Stanp Manual (F.S.M) 8§
273.9. Those regulations limt deductions fromincone to
those specifically item zed in the regulations. Al
househol ds under five persons receive a "standard deduction”
of $134. Food Stanp Manual (F.S.M) § 273.9(d). The
petitioner does not qualify for other deductions allowed for
dependent care and excess nedi cal expenses. |d.

Househol ds are also entitled to a "shelter deduction" in
t he amount by which their total shelter costs exceed one half
of their net income. |In the petitioner's case, his housing
costs total $327 a nonth. His net incone, after the standard

deduction fromhis gross income ($631 m nus $134), was $497--
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hal f of which is $249. Hi s shelter costs exceed half his
rent by $78 ($327 m nus $249), which is the ambunt of his
al l owabl e shelter deduction. Subtracting this amount from
his net income ($497) results in countable Food Stanp incone
of $419. The amount of Food Stanps payabl e to househol ds
with this incone is $26 a nonth. See P-2590D

| nasmuch as the petitioner does not dispute that
Departnment's decision in this matter accurately reflected his
i ncome and expenses in January 2006, and could not show that
t he amount of his Food Stanps was not determined in accord
with the applicable regulations, the Board is bound by law to
affirmthe Departnent's decision. 3 V.S. A 8§ 3091(d), Fair
Hearing Rule No. 17.

HHH



